“Stolen Day”
1. What makes the narrator think that he has “inflammatory rheumatism?”

a. Do you think he even knows what that is?

2. How does the narrator’s family respond when he tells them he has inflammatory rheumatism?

3. Why does he stop limping once he gets away from the school?

4. What do the narrator’s thoughts about drowning reveal about his personality?

5. Direct characterization is when the writer tells you about a character’s traits. Indirect characterization is when the writer shows you a character’s personality through what the character does or thinks and how other characters react. 

a. Find one example of indirect characterization in “Stolen Day,” and rewrite it as direct characterization. 

b. Which method do you think is more effective: direct or indirect characterization? Why?

